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An annotated commentary on Huang T’ing Chien’s

Family Record: I-Chou, 1105
Huang Ch’i—fang
Taiwan University

Abstract

Family Record: I-Chou is the diary written by the great poet and calli-
grapher of the Northern Sung, Huang T’ing Chien, during the Heh-Ts'ung
reign of 1105, while in exile in I-Chou (present-day I-Shan in Kuang-Hs'i).
Lu Yvu's Lao Hsueh An, volume 3, records that: “Huang Lu Chen (a pen-
name for Huang T’ing Chien) kept a diary and called it Chia Sheng, or
‘Family Record” When he got to I-Chou he still kept writing.” Lo Ta Ching’s
entry under Chia Sheng in the Geography 'section of his Helin Yulu also
notes: “A diary from the later years of Shan Ku (also. Huang T’ing Chien),
by the title of Chia Sheng (‘Family Record’). The name derives from the
Mencian expression ‘Records (Sheng) of the Jin/” Thus I believe the
expression “Family Record” was coined by Huang T’ing Chien as a way of
adding another aspect to geneology. According to Lu, Huang commonly had a
work entitled “Family Record” of which he retained the title once he got to
I-Chou; according to Lo, however, “Family Record” is a work of Huang’s
"later years.” That which we see here is what was recorded in 1105 at I-
Chou.

Huang T’ing Chien died on September 30, 1105; ”“Family Record” is
therefore all that was recorded from the first of that year until the 29th of
August, excluding gaps, for an actual total of 230 days. These highly detailed
records of the circumstances of 230 days of Huang T’ing Chien’s life are
nonetheless without a single word about politics or personal grievances. The
late historian Mr. Chao Tieh Han was the only one ever to notice Huang’s
“Family Record,” moreover publishing an essay on it in “Continental Maga-
zine” (Talu Tsa Chik); however this was only a general introduction, and did

not escape speculation in places.



The language of ”“Family Record” is simple and expressive, but at the
same time the names of many food items would be hard to communicate to
the reader without additional explanation. Presently I refer to Huang’s related
poetry and writings, as well as to chronicles regarding him, as sources for the
complete punctuation of ”“Family Record,” and further add annotations to
information recorded therein, in order to provide a more precise understand-
ing of this unparalleled work, and also to help us better understand the man
himself.

Keywords: Huang T’ing-chien % £ EX
Family Record %
Northern Sungdbie

* The author’s was translated by Larissa N. Heinrich.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on page—through—/\.



