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The Commercial Transactions, Judicial Issues and
Ethnic Interactions Between Mongols and Chinese
from the mid-Qing Dynasty Onward: Taking the Case
of Robbery and Theft by the Urga Yamen in Chinese
Merchant Affairs as an Example”

Wang, Shih-ming ™"

Abstract

This article takes the case of robbery and theft by the Urga Yamen in Chinese
merchants affairs starting from the middle of the Qing dynasty as an example to discuss
Qing laws and regulations on entering and exiting Mongolia and the measures to protect
Chinese merchants, Urga Yamen trial procedures, and analysis of the social and economic
relations between Chinese merchants and Mongols in terms of business transactions,
judicial issues, and ethnic interactions.

First of all, due to the Junggar-Qing war, Chinese merchants went to Qing army
garrison locations in Khalkha to replenish their military supplies. These merchants
requested to receive votes from the vassal council. They were official merchants, and the
Qing court had the responsibility to protect them. After the war, the Qing court left only
a small number of troops in Khovd and Uliasutai to monitor Junggar, adjusting its trade
policy to allow Chinese merchants to trade with various banners of Khalkha. Therefore,
the number of merchants going to various banners in Khalkha increased year by year, and
the Qing power to protect Chinese merchants was not as strong as it was previously. Not
only did Chinese merchants acquire the ability to defend themselves in case of emergency,
they also needed to seek protection from local Mongolian dignitaries.

Secondly, Chinese merchants had to take the initiative to show their identity when
reporting an incident and obtain legal assistance from the local government. Based on
the case, officials first followed “Mongolian laws” and then considered “Qing laws” to
make a reasonable judgment. Some cases point out that whether Chinese merchants could
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successfully obtain judicial resources in the city or tribes may have been affected by
human factors, causing officials to fail to complete the cases within the legal time limit
and Chinese merchants repeatedly requesting for submissions. In addition, the power
of collective litigation by Chinese merchants could not be ignored. If local gangsterism
spread and seriously affected public security, Chinese merchants would collectively protest
and urge officials to deal with it as soon as possible.

Finally, due to the nature of a nomadic economy, Chinese merchants traded with the
Mongols on credit. If Mongols were unable to repay their debts on time, they inevitably
forced the poor to participate in crime. Thieves committed crimes in different seasons and
obtained various stolen goods. Chinese merchants had to pay attention to prevent this from
happening. In addition to various types of goods, the most commonly stolen livestock
were horses, because horses were a measure of wealth for the Mongols and also a strategic
material with high economic value. As for the channels to sell stolen goods, bandits were
most likely to find Chinese merchants they knew well to buy these stolen goods in order to
realize quick cash.

Keywords: Urga, passport administration, nomadic economy, robbery, theft, Mongol law, Qing
law



