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The Influence of the Revival of Chin-shih-hsueh
in the Early Ch’ing (1644-ca. 1720) on Late
Calligraphy of Pa-ta-shan-jen (1626-1705)

Bai Qian-shen
A Ph.D Candidate of the Department of the
History of Art at Yale University

Abstract

An important stylistic innovation took place in Pa-ta-shan-jen’s late
calligraphy after the 1680s. The brisk, neat style of his calligraphy before the mid
1680s, with its lanky character structure and sharply-ended brush strokes, was su-
perseded by a plain, and vigorous style that hasan archaic flavor strongly reminis-
cent of ancient seal and clerical calligraphy. Whereas previous scholarly discussions
of the innovative character of Pa-ta-shan-jen’s late calligraphy focus primarily on
his artistic practice, stylistic sources and aspects of his biography, this paper
attempts to place Pa-to-shan-jen’s late calligraphy into a much boarder socio-cul-
tural context in order to demonstrate that his late calligraphy was to a great degree
influenced by the new intellectual trends of his time, especially the newly-revived
chin-shih-hsueh, the study of ancient bronze and stone objects.

This paper is composed of four sections. The first section examines changes in
the intellectual climate that accompanied the new political realities of the late Ming
(ca,1630-1644) and early Ch’ing; the revival of chin-shih-hsueh; and the f ormation
of a new calligraphic aesthetic that favored ancient epigraphical style. The second
section presents a detailed formal analysis of the innovative style of Pa-ta-shan-
jen’s late calligraphy. The third section discusses the channels through which Pa-ta-
shan-jen most likely became aware of and participated in the new intellectual
trends. The last section concludes by emphasizing that important role of the revival
of chin-shih-hsueh in forming Pa-ta-shan-jen’s fresh historical view of
calligraphy. From this new perspective he re-examined the historical heritage of
Chinese calligraphy and drew inspiration for his late calligraphic innovation.

# The Chinese text of this article appears on page /\JlLthrongh ——/ °



Through a case study of Pa-ta-shan-jen’s late calligraphy, this paper attempts
to provide a clue to a key issue in the history of late Chinese calligraphy: the emer-
gence of the epigraphical school (or stele school) of calligraphy in the Ch’ing Dynas-
ty.
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