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Liu Guan and His Thoughts on the Study of Calligraphy:
A Discussion on the Legacy of Yan Zhenqing in the Late
Yuan and Early Ming Period”

Yang, Yitao™~

Abstract

Liu Guan (1270-1342), courtesy name Daochuan, was a native of Pujiang, Wuzhou, in
the eastern Zhejiang region. He was an important representative of scholarly circles in eastern
Zhejiang during the middle and late period of the Yuan dynasty. As a close disciple of the
great calligrapher and painter Zhao Mengfu (1254-1322), Liu Guan’s calligraphy is worthy of
further in-depth research. Not only did Liu Guan inherit the scholarly traditions of the great
masters, he also influenced important literati in the late Yuan and early Ming period, such as
Song Lian (1310-1381) and Dai Liang (1317-1383), in the field of calligraphy.

The present study attempts to identify the authenticity of Liu Guan’s calligraphy works,
observe the development of their style, chronicle the individual pieces, and analyze his
thoughts on the study of calligraphy with a view to demonstrating his status and influence
in the history of Chinese calligraphy. Earlier in the Yuan dynasty, Zhao Mengfu advocated
learning the calligraphy styles of the “Two Wangs” (Wang Xizhi and Wang Xianzhi) and
opposed the popular trend of learning the calligraphy of Yan Zhenqing. Previous studies often
suggest that the influence of Yan Zhenqing had declined at that time. However, by examining
the case of Liu Guan, the present study actually discovers that many important literati in
the late Yuan and early Ming period highly valued and deliberately studied Yan Zhenqing’s
regular script, forming a crucial perspective in the history of Chinese calligraphy.

This study also hopes to reveal the underlying thoughts in calligraphy circles at the time.
It aims to further clarify views on the developmental of calligraphy from the Yuan dynasty
to the early Ming period, as well as the important significance of the series of discourses and
practices among calligraphers at this vital juncture in Chinese history.

Keywords: Liu Guan, Yan Zhenqing, late Yuan and early Ming, eastern Zhejiang, calligraphy
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** PhD, Department of Fine Arts, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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