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A Study of Several Versions of the “Hai Character
Edition” of The Essay on Yue Yi~

° *k
Lu Hui-wen

Abstract

Wang Xizhi’s masterpiece in small-sized standard script, The Essay on Yue Yi (Yueyi
lun), has long been highly valued by collectors. However, the numerous copies, imitations,
and engraved editions produced over the centuries have resulted in a complex tradition
of transmission. Among these, the incomplete “Hai Character Edition” (“Haizi ben”) is
considered one of the most esteemed. Named after the character “hai / > at the end of its
29 surviving lines, this version has attracted particular scholarly attention.

This article begins with a review of records related to The Essay on Yue Yi from the
Southern Dynasties through the Song period, establishing a foundation for subsequent
discussion. The second section compares four versions of the “Hai Character Edition”
respectively in the Tokyo National Museum, the National Palace Museum in Taipei, the
Palace Museum in Beijing, and the former collection of Robert H. Ellsworth (1929-2014).
The third section examines a lesser-known version owned by Lin Xiongguang (1897-
1971) in the late 1930s. Despite receiving little scholarly attention to date, this version is
noteworthy for its rubbings and Song dynasty colophons, which offer valuable material for
further research.

Based on the evidence, the author suggests that although the provenance of this
version is relatively clear, it does not align with the other four aforementioned copies. Of
particular significance is an authentic colophon by Ouyang Xiu (1007-1072), likely written
between 1060 and 1064, which provides important insights into the development of his
calligraphy. Additionally, the colophon by Shi Zhengzhi (1120-1179) reflects the efforts of
literati and officials in the Southern Song to revive artistic and cultural traditions following
the dynasty’s relocation to the south.

In conclusion, this article aims to contribute to the study of The Essay on Yue Yi and
to the understanding of Lin Xiongguang’s collecting activities.

Keywords: The Essay on Yue Yi (Yueyi Lun), “Hai Character Edition,” Lin Xiongguang,
Ouyang Xiu, Shi Zhengzhi

*  Received: 16 May 2025; Accepted: 28 August 2025
**  Professor, Graduate Institute of Art History, National Taiwan University
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